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Reviewed Big Horn County Commission journal from beginning of 1903 through end of 1905 via ArcaSearch.  

Also checked for recorded right-of-way in T55N R104W, nothing in the Big Horn County records. 

 

1903-09-03 – Big Horn County Commission Journal J1_436-437 
 The viewers appointed to view the Road from Kirwin and Duboise.  Report that they examined several routes and 

found all to be impracticable. (signatures of the three viewers) 
 
 Commissioner Russell instructed to view and, if practicable”, a road from Cody to Sunlight Basin and Paint Creek. 

 

1905-02-01 – “Golden Anniversary – Shoshone National Forest” page 8.  
 The forest reserves were transferred from the Interior Department to the Department of Agriculture February 1, 1905, 

and their real administration started from that date. Prior to this, the reserves had been administered from Washington 
by the General Land Office of the Interior Department, with an inadequate number of largely unqualified men in the 
field force. 

 

 That action was under the Transfer Act of 1905.  “…under the leadership of Gifford Pinchot, the National 

Forest Reserves were transferred from the Department of Interior to the Department of Agriculture. Gifford 

Pinchot was the head of the Division of Forestry which was part of the Department of Agriculture.”  Also, 

“In March 1905, the Division of Forestry was renamed the United States Forest Service.”  From Wikipedia 

page “Transfer Act of 1905”. 

 

1905-03-05 to 1905-03-10 – “Big Horn County Roads 55-104-1.pdf” 

 Russell Kimball surveyed route of “proposed wagon road on Dead Indian Hill. . .”.   

 

1905-03-07 – Big Horn County Commission Journal J1_552-553 
 Comes now Martin Ranmael and others and petition the Board of County Commissioners for the establishment of 

County Road down Clarks Fork Canyon.  Same considered and is hereby rejected. 
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The newspaper articles found below are from Wyoming Digital Newspaper Collection 

(wyomingnewspapers.org).  The initial search phrase was “Dead Indian Hill”. 

 

1905-05-04 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 06, Number 38, May 4, 1905 

  
 

1905-05-10 - The Wyoming Stockgrower and Farmer, Volume 03, Number 33, May 10, 1905 
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1905-06-07 - The Wyoming Stockgrower and Farmer, Volume 03, Number 37, June 7, 1905 (also later 

editions) 

  
 

1905-06-08 - The Cody Enterprise, Number 43, June 8, 1905 Edition 03 (also later editions) 

  
 

1905-07-06 – Big Horn County Commission Journal J1_579 
 It is hereby ordered that the road surveyed by Russell Kimball that is known as the Dead Indian Hill road be 

advertised according to law. 
 

1905-07-06 – Petition (??) for Big Horn County Road 52.  From “Big Horn County Roads 55-104-1.pdf” and 

“Rd 71 Plat Map Index 1.pdf”. 

 

1905-07-13 - The Big Horn County Rustler, Volume 17, Number 06, July 13, 1905 (from commissioners’ 

proceedings) 
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1905-07-13 - The Big Horn County Rustler, Volume 17, Number 06, July 13, 1905 
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1905-08-02 - Big Horn County Commission Journal J1_585 
 It is hereby ordered that the roads advertised during the month of July and recorded in Commission Journal at pages 

579 and 580 be and the same [are] hereby declared county roads. 
 

1905-08-02 – Big Horn County Road 52 allowed.  From “Big Horn County Roads 55-104-1.pdf” and “Rd 71 

Plat Map Index 1.pdf”. 

 

1906-06-11 – “Golden Anniversary – Shoshone National Forest” page 9.  

 Act of June 11, 1906 aka Forest Homestead Act passed. 

 

1906-11-22 - The Wyoming Stockgrower and Farmer, Volume 05, Number 09, November 22, 1906 

  
 

1907-03-04 – As part of the Agriculture Appropriations Act of 1907, the forest reserves were renamed national 

forests.  It is believed this change was made to indicate that these lands were to be used instead of being 

preserved. 

 

1908-06-27 - Big Horn County News, Volume 13, Number 47, June 27, 1908 
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1908-08-20 - The Wyoming Stockgrower and Farmer, Volume 06, Number 48, August 20, 1908 

  
 

  
 

1909-02-15 – Park County created 

 

1909-(spring) – Work started on lower end, mentions “Forest Service surveyed” and “a Forest Ranger 

contributed his services all during the time the road was being graded” and “No county assistance was given 

on this initial piece of road.”  From Rollinson 1935 

 

1909__-__ - “It was in 1909, however, before any attempt was ever made to permanently improve the old 

dangerous Dead Indian Hill road.  That year the few original settlers in Sunlight Basin organized, 

established a grade from the foot of the hill at the creek on up to the top of the old “Beaver Slide”, which 

had been the worst of several bad places.  This new grade was surveyed out with a spirit level and a sixteen-

foot straight edge.  The road was about three-fourths of a mile long, and is still in use on the same grade as 

originally built, and today a good graded road has been completed to the top of the mountain, where the 

altitude is 8,000 feet.”  Also, “The county and the United States Forest Service made possible the later road 

building, but the first work was done entirely by the settlers without outside help of any kind.”  From 

Rollinson 1940. 

 



Dead Indian Hill Road timeline  Page 7 of 70  

1909-__-__ - In his book Pony Trails in Wyoming (copyright 1941) J.K Rollinson describes how he and Uncle 

Billy Campbell surveyed the new road around the Beaver Slide and how he worked on the actual grading. 

 

1909-__-__ - “Golden Anniversary – Shoshone National Forest” (August 1941) page 24. 
 John K. Rollinson served for several years as a forest guard on the Shoshone National Forest, and from April 1, 1907 

to 1912, he was ranger in charge of the Sunlight Basin and Clarks Fork District. Mr. Rollinson helped to build the first 
ranger station in Sunlight Basin. He says that the Government reimbursed him for two windows and a pair of hinges. 
During this period he supervised the construction of a portion of the dangerous and difficult Dead Indian Hill road, 
particularly that known as the Beaver Slide. 

 

1909-11-05 - Stockgrower and Farmer, Volume 08, Number 07, November 5, 1909 

  
 

1911-01-09 – Park County organized 

 

1911-__-__ - “the Forest Service let a contract to Sanford Kaples (?) of Crandall Creek (Sanford Kaple is shown 

as the patentee for HES 50 on Crandall Creek) for the construction of approximately one-fourth mile of road 

which started at the very top of Dead Indian Hill and switched-back until it reached the so-called Rocky 

Pitch.  This construction eliminated the dangerous Berry Grade heretofore in use.”  From Rollinson 1935 

 

1911-09-30 – Clyde W. Atherly, Big Horn County Surveyor, signed map 55-104-1.  From “Big Horn County 

Roads 55-104-1.pdf”.  

 

1912-__-__ - “In 1912 the Forest Service let a contract to H.G. Marvin of Sunlight for the construction of a 

grade from the end of Kaples road crossing the old road at Rocky Pitch and following a grade not to exceed 

12% to terminate at the beginning or top of the first road as constructed by the local people of Sunlight and 

the Forest Service, which is heretofore mentioned.  This last mentioned grade as built by H.G. Marvin was 

approximately one and one half miles in length.”  From Rollinson 1935 
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1912-05-03 - The Northern Wyoming Herald, Volume 05, Number 33, May 3, 1912 

  
 

1912-06-01 – Petition for road work on Dead Indian Hill, did not specify a precise location.  From “71a 1912 

Petition for Road Work.pdf”. 
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1912-06-05 - Park County Enterprise, Volume 13, Number 82, June 5, 1912 
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1912-06-07 - The Northern Wyoming Herald, Volume 05, Number 38, June 7, 1912 

  
 

1912-06-08 - Park County Enterprise, Volume 13, Number 83, June 8, 1912 
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1912-07-?? – Resolution to spend $1,000 on “construction of the road on Dead Indian Hill”, was not more 

specific as to location of work.  From “71a 1912 Resolution to Spend $1000 on Rd Construction.pdf”. 

 

1912-07-06 - Park County Enterprise, Volume 13, Number 91, July 6, 1912 

  
 

1912-08-16 - The Northern Wyoming Herald, Volume 05, Number 48, August 16, 1912 (from county 

commissioners’ proceedings – essentially duplicated in Park County Enterprise, Volume 13, Number 103, 

August 17, 1912) 
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1912-08-21 – Park County Enterprise, Volume 13, Number 104, August 21, 1912 

  
 

1912-09-10 – The Sheridan Post, Volume 25, Number 59, September 10, 1912 
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1913-09-10 - Park County Enterprise, Volume 15, Number 06, September 10, 1913 
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1913-11-08 - Park County Enterprise, Volume 15, Number 23, November 8, 1913 

 
 

1914-01-14 - Park County Enterprise, Volume 15, Number 42, January 14, 1914 
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1916-09-27 - Park County Enterprise, Volume 17, Number 85, September 27, 1916 

  
 

1916-12-28 - Park County Commission Book 2 Page 53  

 (found in “Rd 71 Comm Record Road Established.pdf”) 
 Upon motion that part of the Cooke-Crandall, Sunlight Road, embraced between the Eastern boundary of the National 

Forest Reserve, and the Wyoming-Montana state line, was established; this road having been advertised September 
10th, 1913. 

 

 

 

1917-09-12 - The Northern Wyoming Herald, Volume 11, Number 44, September 12, 1917 
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1917-09-12 - The Northern Wyoming Herald, Volume 11, Number 44, September 12, 1917 
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1917-10-03 - The Northern Wyoming Herald, Volume 11, Number 46, October 3, 1917 

  
 

1917-10-17 – The Northern Wyoming Herald, Volume 11, Number 47, October 10, 1917 
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1920-08-25 - Park County Enterprise, Volume 22, Number 03, August 25, 1920 
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1922-04-05 - The Northern Wyoming Herald, Volume 17, Number 18, April 5, 1922 

  
 

1924-01-30 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 26, Number 25, January 30, 1924 
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1924-02-20 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 26, Number 28, February 20, 1924 

  
 

1924-04-30 - The Cody Enterprise And The Park County Herald, Volume 19, Number 21, April 30, 1924 
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1924-05-21 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 26, Number 41, May 21, 1924 

  
 

1924-06-11 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 26, Number 44, June 11, 1924 

  
 

1924-09-03 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 27, Number 4, September 3, 1924 
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1925-02-04 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 28, Number 26, February 4, 1925 

  
 

1925-02-04 - The Park County Herald, Volume 20, Number 9, February 4, 1925 
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1926-04-15 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 18, Number 5, April 15, 1926 

  
 

1926-08-04 - The Cody Enterprise and The Park County Herald, Volume 26, Number 51, August 4, 1926 

  
 

1927-07-27 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 29, Number 50, July 27, 1927 

  
 

1928-03-28 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 28, Number 33, March 28, 1928  (from Crandall news) 
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1929-05-08 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 19, Number 42, May 8, 1929 

  
 

1931-08-05 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 31, Number 52, August 5, 1931 

  
 

1931-09-16 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 32, Number 6, September 16, 1931 

 From “Notes from the Cody Club” 

  
 

1931-09-23 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 32, Number 7, September 23, 1931 

 From “Out Sunlight Way” From “Locals” 
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1932-08-04 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 24, Number 22, August 4, 1932 

  
 

1933-06-28 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 34, Number 48, June 28, 1933 

  
 

 

1940-05-16 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 32, Number 11, May 16, 1940 

  
 

1940-__-__ - “Golden Anniversary – Shoshone National Forest” page 4.  
 Cody and the Wyoming road system connected with the Red Lodge – Cooke City highway through the construction of 

the Crandall Road by the Forest Service. 
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1942-11-29 The Rocky Mountain News (Daily), Volume 83, Number 333, November 29, 1942 
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1942-12-23 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 43, Number 18, December 23, 1942 
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The Cody Enterprise, Volume XLVIL, Number 30, March 21, 1945 
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1948-04-14 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume XLVIX, Number 33, April 14, 1948 

  
 

1959-08-04 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 51, Number 45, August 4, 1959 
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The Powell Tribune, Volume 51, Number 63, October 6, 1959 

  
 

1960-02-16 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 51, Number 101, February 16, 1960 
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1960-05-19 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 61, Number 40, May 19, 1960 

  
 

1960-05-25 - The Laramie Daily Boomerang, Volume 80, Number 64, May 25, 1960 

  
 

1960-06-18 - The Sheridan Press, Volume 74, Number 26, June 18, 1960 
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1960-06-21 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 52, Number 33, June 21, 1960 
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1960-06-30 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 61, Number 46, June 30, 1960 
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1960-09-27 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 52, Number 61, September 27, 1960 

  
 

1960-12-08 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 62, Number 17, December 8, 1960 

  The scanned image is unusable, but this is a 

   reminder to check Jack Richard archives. 
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1961-02-23 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 62, Number 28, February 23, 1961 
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The Powell Tribune, Volume 53, Number 13, April 11, 1961 

  
 

1961-05-31 - The Laramie Daily Boomerang, Volume 81, Number 69, May 31, 1961 
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1961-08-17 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 63, Number 1, August 17, 1961 
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1961-09-13 - The Sheridan Press, Volume 75, Number 98, September 13, 1961 

  
 

1961-09-21 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 63, Number 6, September 21, 1961 
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Dead Indian Hill Road timeline  Page 47 of 70  

  
 

1961-09-24 - The Rocky Mountain News (Daily), Volume 103, Number 155, September 24, 1961 

  
 

1961-09-28 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 63, Number 7, September 28, 1961 
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1961-12-18 - The Riverton Ranger, Volume 55, Number 205, December 18, 1961 

 
 

1964-05-05 – Rd 71 Card File.pdf 

 Resolution passed to improve road, lists Forest Service lands over which road was to pass by aliquot 

description.  Generally agrees with current alignment. 

 

1964-05-14 - The Sheridan Press, Volume 77, Number 304, May 14, 1964 

  
 

1965-07-06 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 57, Number 39, July 6, 1965 

  
 

1965-12-03 – The Powell Tribune, Volume 57, Number 82, December 3, 1965 
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1966-01-20 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 67, Number 25, January 20, 1966 
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1966-10-04 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 58, Number 65, October 4, 1966 

  
 

1967-05-19 – The Powell Tribune, Volume 59, Number 26, May 19, 1967 

  
 

1967-12-01 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 59, Number 82, December 1, 1967 
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1970-08-05 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 72, Number 2, August 5, 1970 
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1972-10-04 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 74, Number 11, October 4, 1972 
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1972-10-11 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 74, Number 12, October 11, 1972 
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1972-10-25 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 74, Number 14, October 25, 1972 

  
 

1973-02-28 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 74, Number 32, February 28, 1973 
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1973-03-01 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 65, Number 6, March 1, 1973 

  
 

1974-03-12 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 66, Number 9, March 12, 1974 
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The Cody Enterprise, Volume 75, Number 42, May 8, 1974 
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1974-05-16 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 66, Number 28, May 16, 1974 

  
 

1978-08-02 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 80, Number 2, August 2, 1978 
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1979-07-12 - Casper Star-Tribune, Volume 87, Number 193, July 12, 1979 

  
 

1979-11-27 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 71, Number 85, November 27, 1979 
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1983-03-17 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 75, Number 14, March 17, 1983 

  
 

1986-03-06 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 75, Number 12, March 6, 1986 

  
 

1986-04-01 - Park County Commission Journal ????? 

  
 

1986-09-04 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 75, Number 64, September 4, 1986 
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1988-08-08 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 90, Number 11, August 8, 1988 

  
 

1988-08-25 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 76, Number 62, August 25, 1988 
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1988-11-23 - The Sheridan Press, Volume 102, Number 160, November 23, 1988 

  
 

1990-02-22 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 77, Number 10, February 22, 1990 
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1990-06-28 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 77, Number 46, June 28, 1990 

  
 

1990-07-24 – The Powell Tribune, Volume 77, Number 53, July 24, 1990 

 
 

1991-03-20 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 91, Number 76, March 20, 1991 
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1991-12-29 - Casper Star-Tribune, December 29, 1991 

  
 

  
 

1992-02-27 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 78, Number 9, February 27, 1992 

   Believe Jeff lives just south of Greybull 
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1992-06-29 - The Cody Enterprise, Volume 92, Number 105, June 29, 1992 

  
 

1992-08-1 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 78, Number 58, August 18, 1992 
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1993-03-04 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 79, Number 11, March 4, 1993 

 
 

1993-05-25 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 79, Number 34, May 25, 1993 

  
 

1993-10-07 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 79, Number 73, October 7, 1993 
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1994-06-06 - The Sheridan Press, Volume 108, Number 16, June 6, 1994 

  
 

1995-05-04 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 87, Number 29, May 4, 1995 
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1995-09-13 - The Sheridan Press, Volume 109, Number 99, September 13, 1995 

   
 

1995-09-14 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 86, Number 67, September 14, 1995 
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1996-09-05 - The Powell Tribune, Volume 87, Number 65, September 5, 1996 

  
 

 

 

  


